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This is the second edition of the Friends newsletter and an attempt to update you on what’s happening and also to encourage you to register as a “Friend” if you have not already done so.

The steering group has started to look at how the club is constituted and the “Friends” are an important part of this process. Having a constitution is essential for getting access to lottery money and other funding. All the major jazz organisations in the region (of which Wakefield is certainly one) are being encouraged to look at charitable status or at least becoming a company limited by guarantee. This latter status would lessen the liability to individuals should the worst happen and the club be no longer financially viable. This is potentially a longish process and there are a number of options which are being explored.  In the meantime the existing constitution needs to be updated to recognise the role of the “Friends”. This will enable us to apply for a lottery grant in the short term, about which see below.

One of the consequences of going down this road is the need to have a formal meeting which would constitute an AGM both to agree the constitution and receive an annual financial report. It is something that cannot be avoided and it will take place on Friday September 11th at 7.30pm. It is important that as many of the Friends attend as possible. The meeting will be as short and painless as its possible to make it but it will also be an opportunity to ask the members of the steering group any questions.

As mentioned in the first newsletter the Club is starting to prepare a bid the lottery fund to purchase some new lights and update the sound system, mikes etc. It will also include some money to promote the club to new audiences and to underpin the development of the new publicity strategy – see overleaf. In order to progress the bid the club will need to find some matching funding and the club may need some help from the Friends to raise further funds.



We are very fortunate that one of the Friends has a background in marketing and is helping us streamline the club’s publicity and marketing strategy, for example by improving our use of the media. We are also reviewing how and where our publicity is distributed. There is an important role for the Friends here both in coming up with ideas and suggestions and in helping with distribution.  This is in addition to the support we already get with the website, poster design etc from other Friends. 
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WAKEFIELD JAZZ HAS BEEN NOMINATED AS JAZZ VENUE OF THE YEAR IN THE PARLIAMENTARY JAZZ AWARDS 2009








If you have not yet registered as a “Friend”, why not do so now by completing a registration  form? These are available from Pat Vines on the door. It will not cost you anything and will help the club.











AUTUMN PROGRAMME 2009


(subject to cofirmation)





4 September 2009             Stan Tracey 4tet with Simon Allen


  11 September                  Mike Janisch quintet (debut album)


  18 September                  Gilad Atzmon with Strings (Founders Day presentation)


  25 September                  Mike Walker band  - sextet


    2 October                      Chris McNulty / Paul Bollenbach Band + Ben Mallinder band support


    9 October                     Andy Panayi / Mark Nightingale quartet


   16 October                     Allon Beauvoisin’s Brass Jaw - A Capella Horn Section


  23 October                      Pete Oxley quartet with Daryl Jahnke


  30 October                      Paul Jayasinha  Shanti band


   6 November                    Tony Kofi quartet


  13 November                   Gareth Williams Power trio   (TBC)


  20 November                   Todd Gordon band – Johnny Mercer Show


  27 November                   John Etheridge Trio North with Dave O’Higgins  


   4 December                    Steve Keogh + Americans Kevin Dean & Duncan Hopkins  


11 December 2009            Alan Barnes / Bruce Adams quintet with Sophie Smith                                                                   














Published by:  Friends of Wakefield Jazz, c/o 14 Miller Avenue, Wakefield  
Tel 01924 253202


_1291041210.bin

_1291390380.bin

