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Newsletter No: 1                          January 2008


This season, thought of as starting in September, has begun well with almost all gigs well-attended and enjoyed by most.      The websites, listings destinations and mailing lists (both e and paper) seem to be doing their job in attracting a steady trickle of newcomers to add to our faithful regulars.   Now we have begun a marketing programme by using a professional designer to produce posters for us we may extend our reach even further.  Highlights have been Liane Carroll, Peter King and our Founders Day presentation of 

From September onwards almost all gigs have been well-attended and enjoyed by those who came. The websites, listings, destinations and mailing lists (both e and paper) seem to be doing their job in attracting a steady trickle of newcomers to add to our faithful regulars.   Now we have the services of a professional designer to produce posters for us we may extend our reach even further.    We have been very lucky in the support bands we have featured, especially with Fused who supported Zoe Rahman, and this encouragement of young musicians stands us in good stead with grant-funding bodies, as did the “Family-friendly Jazz Brunch” in November, a development encouraged by JazzYorkshire, our major funder. 

As a result of all this, the deficits at this point in the programme have reduced considerably compared with the previous two years.   We are on track to “complete spending our grant” later in the year than usual.   Although this is encouraging it reinforces the fact that we more or less break even on balancing band fees with ticket income but all other expenses are charged to any additional income we get (grants, donations, raffle etc.).   In short this means there is no spare cash to invest in better facilities or equipment or to cover any big loss of income.

This is where the “Friends” come in, not only with offers of practical help with the day to day running of the club, but in helping to raise the funds we need to develop the club. We have for a long time needed a better lighting system and we are in the process of getting quotes.  


 
FORTHCOMING GIGS/HOLIDAY PLANNER

  6 February   Guy Barker & Ian Shaw

13 February   Liam Noble’s Brubeck trio
20 February   Phil Robson’s “Six Strings and the Beat”
27 February   Iain Ballamy's Anorak
  6 March       Alcyona Mick double bill (Quintet and Blink Trio)
13 March        Ryan Quigley sextet

20 March       Joel Frahm with Mike Janisch/Pete Zimmer quintet    
27 March       Marlene VerPlanck Band






  3 April          John Law – Art of Sound Trio

24 April          Christine Tobin

  1 May          Deirdre Cartwright

  8 May          Empirical – Cannonball tribute band

15 May          Carlo Lopez-Real’s  “Mandorla Project”

22 May          Dave Newton’s All Star Septet

29 May           Loz Speyer Quintet

  5 June         Steve Melling Septet


Some of these are still subject to confirmation. Further details will be in the publicity leaflets in due course. 





Get those early 2009 Xmas presents now or simply improve your mind by making a purchase at “The Wakefield Jazz Bookstall”.


Open before every  gig and during the interval.


Expert advice available. 


No unwanted book refused.
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Welcome to the first “Friends of Wakefield Jazz” newsletter.  It is hoped to publish at least three during the year. The newsletter is intended to keep the supporters of Wakefield Jazz informed about what’s happening, with a focus on the “Friends” and how you can become involved in their activities.  The “Friends” organisation has been formed to help maintain the reputation of Wakefield Jazz as one of Britain’s premier jazz venues and ensure that the club continues to thrive.  If you have not already registered as a “Friend” and/or would like more details, please ask at the door on a Friday night or visit the website www.wakefieldjazz.org.uk.





There will be a meeting of the “Friends of Wakefield Jazz” at 7.30pm on Friday 6th February at the Sports Club before the Guy Barker/Ian Shaw gig. The meeting will enable the “Friends” set their priorities over the coming months and to discuss ways in which they might support the Club.  Everyone will be welcome, even if they have not yet registered as a Friend. Come early, reserve yourself a seat and join in.





If you want to be kept up-to-date with what’s happening at Wakefield Jazz, you can join the email group that is run by Eric Parkin. If you have not already done so, let him have your email address and you should receive weekly bulletins during the jazz season, as well as copies of this newsletter.





Thanks for the offers of help with the publicity.  We are in the process of developing a proper marketing strategy for the Club to ensure that this assistance is used as effectively as possible. We will be able to say more about this at the meeting on the 6th Feb and gather your ideas at the same time.








Have you lost your confidence in the banking system?


Not sure to where to invest those surplus millions?


Wakefield Jazz Raffle is the answer. Buy a ticket and share the excitement.


Also a good way of disposing of those unwanted gifts by donating them as prizes.
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